BRADFORD WOODS BOROUGH COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING – September 13, 2021
APPROVED


The Bradford Woods Borough Council meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Victoria Pongrace. There were 6 people present in the audience. 
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The Officials in attendance were:	
Victoria Pongrace, Council President 
Charles Coltharp, Council Vice President
Thomas Kosmala, Council Member 
Kevin Rhule, Council Member
Jennifer Griffin, Council Member
Douglas Marsico, Mayor 


Natalie Thiess, Borough Manager
Jacob Leyland, Solicitor
Capt. Bryan DeWick, NRPD



The Official(s) absent were:
Todd Hipwell, Council Member 
David Baldonieri, Council Member











CALL TO ORDER

1. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Roll Call 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION

1. Ms. Pongrace announced there will be an executive meeting following the regular meeting to discuss legal matters.

MINUTES
 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk516473736]Ms. Pongrace called for a motion to approve meeting minutes from the regular Council Meeting held on August 9, 2021. Mr. Rhule motioned to approve the meeting minutes. Ms. Griffin seconded. 

	Motion to pass the August 9, 2021.

	Aye: 	Victoria Pongrace
		Charles Coltharp 
Thomas Kosmala
Kevin Rhule
	Abstain: Jennifer Griffin

[bookmark: _Hlk529186389]	Motion Carries

PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING AGENDA 

1. None	
MAYOR’S REPORT

1. Mayor Marsico reported on resident comments regarding the state of Bellaire Rd.

MANAGER’S REPORT
Borough Manager Natalie Thiess reported on the following:
 
1. Ms. Thiess reviewed the August 2021 public works report: post-storm clean-up rip rap maintenance/cleaning ditches; catch basin top clearing; Shields Paving; boom mowing. 
2. Ms. Thiess reviewed the Northland Library 2022 draft budget. Mr. Kosmala reviewed NPL’s Capital Improvement Program. Discussion ensued regarding contribution rate formula. 
3. Ms. Thiess announced the Columbia Gas project has begun and attended the pre-construction meeting. 
4. Ms. Thiess stated Suburban White Tail Management does not have set hours or days for hunters. Discussion ensued regarding the hunting program. 
5. Ms. Thiess reported on the presentation at the NHCOG regarding dues for SRT (Special Response Team), which will be organized in a tier system, similar to how COG dues are calculated. Dues will be for funding of the Capital Improvement Plan. There are items that need to be addressed before final calculations.


MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM (MS4)

1. Ms. Thiess reported letters sent to effected residents on Wexford Run Rd regarding surveying of their property for the PRP.  

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

1. Mr. Leyland provided an update regarding the PADEP and Big Sewickley Creek Watershed permit.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

FINANCE
1. Ms. Thiess discussed the August check register. Ms. Thiess reported there were 14 checks, 5 paychecks, and 7 electronic payments. Mr. Hipwell reported the largest checks included $21,097 to Northern Regional Police, $6,490 to Northland Public Library, $3,579 to Bradford Woods Volunteer Fire Company for contribution and rent, $1,177 to West View Water Authority for hydrant rental, and $933 for Lennon Smith Souleret Engineering.

Mr. Kosmala made a motion to pay and ratify payments for August 2021. Seconded by Mr. Coltharp.

[bookmark: _Hlk519688424]Aye: 	Victoria Pongrace
Thomas Kosmala
Charles Coltharp
	Jennifer Griffin
Kevin Rhule

Motion Carries

2. Ms. Thiess introduced the pre-ratified check list before Council for approval. Motion was made by Mr. Rhule to pre-ratify bills for September/October. Motion was seconded by Ms. Griffin 

[bookmark: _Hlk523494329]Aye: 	Victoria Pongrace
Thomas Kosmala
David Baldonieri
Charles Coltharp
	Todd Hipwell
		Kevin Rhule

Motion Carries

3. Ms. Thiess reported the August revenue and expense report. Ms. Thiess reported the total revenue is $291,865 and total expense is $48,906 and a cash balance of $897,171. Ms. Thiess discussed how Earned Income Tax is trending pre-pandemic level and the cash balance is high because roads have not been paid for and real estate taxes are being deposited. 
4. Ms. Thiess reported to Council that the auditor had not filed the 2020 DCED financial report. 

SAFETY

1. Capt. DeWick reported the August police report as follows: 10 calls; 3 traffic citation(s); 7 traffic warning(s). Year to date: 127 calls; 14 citations; 46 warnings.

FIRE

1. Chief Cannella reported August calls: 4 call(s) since last meeting: two trees down from storms; 2 mutual aid calls to Marshall. 22 calls Y-T-D.

ROADS 

1. Ms. Thiess stated 2021 paving project has begun but there are delays due to back-orders of pipe. Ms. Thiess provided an update regarding the agreements with residents at the end of Edgewood: one agreement with 618 Edgewood agreeing it is a private driveway pipe; and, another agreement with 615 and 611 Edgewood regarding what will be completed during the 2021 road project. Signed agreements are on file in the office. 
2. Ms. Thiess stated 2022 roads will need to be discussed and tentatively determined by next month for TVing of pipes of those roads this year.  

PLANNING AND ZONING

1. Permits
a. 429 Bellaire- Zoning only for addition- Building permit still required
b. 3 Commons- Driveway permit
2. Ms. Griffin presented Ordinance 467, amending the Zoning Table for special exceptions, which addresses a range of uses, including oil and gas. Ms. Griffin made a motion to legally advertise for Ordinance 457. Mr. Coltharp seconds. 

Aye: 	Victoria Pongrace
Thomas Kosmala
Charles Coltharp
	Jennifer Griffin
Kevin Rhule

Motion Carries
3. Ms. Griffin reported on the Planning Commission meeting. The PC determined Chapter 148 should be amended to include roosters to prohibited animals. 
4. Ms. Thiess announced the variance result from the August 26 Zoning Hearing Board on the conditions they demolish the old garage and replace driveway/garage with vegetation. 
 
PERSONNEL

1. Mr. Coltharp provided an update regarding how he is listed on the upcoming election ballot.


COMMUNICATION /OUTREACH/ NORTH HILLS COG / PUBLIC RELATIONS/ NORTHLAND LIBRARY

1. Mr. Kosmala reported on the Northland Public Library board August meeting; It’s Love Your Library Month; upcoming GALA September 29th; fundraiser raffle; discussions regarding new renovations; finance committee update; 2022 budget.

ENVIRONMENT

1. Mr. Rhule announced the resident group tree purchase program has completed, but there are still interested residents who want to place an order. There were 56 trees ordered. 
2. Mr. Rhule reviewed the changes to Ordinance 466, amending Chapter 210 Trees; Natural Resource Protection. Mr. Rhule made a motion to approve Ordinance 466. Mr. Coltharp seconded. Mr. Coltharp asked for clarification on tree replacements in regards to the vegetation restoration plan. Mr. Coltharp does not agree with 2:1 replacement. Mr. Rhule explained how diverse the properties are in the Borough and the 2:1 is an attempt to have a regulation to apply to the diverse properties as well as to protect the root systems of the new trees to allow for healthy growth, especially with a fully wooded lot. Mr. Rhule stated the 2:1 is a compromise to keep trees prevalent and allow private property owners to develop their lot as they see fit. Mr. Rhule stated it’s important to balance the reaction from one property to the perpetuity of development of the Borough. Mr. Coltharp stated he thinks there should be a similar match of DBH when replacing trees. Discussion ensued regarding tree replacement rate. Ms. Pongrace stated the vegetative restoration plan is the time to adjust issues during development process. Mr. Kosmala asked about clear-cutting restrictions. Discussion ensued regarding clear cutting, including comments from resident Jeff Muhlenkamp, 13 Seldom Seen, regarding technicalities of the ordinance. Ms. Griffin discussed permitting of tree removal and heritage trees. Ms. Pongrace stated EPAC has researched and determined it to be not applicable to the Borough. Mr. Rhule discussed heritage trees. Discussion ensued regarding the reason and purpose of amending the current ordinance. Discussion ensued regarding the changes to the current ordinance. Roll call vote on motion approving Ordinance 466.

Nay: 	Thomas Kosmala 
Jennifer Griffin 
Charles Coltharp
	Victoria Pongrace 
	Kevin Rhule

Motion does not carry


OLD BUSINESS

1. None 
 
NEW BUSINESS

1. Ms. Thiess announced the NHCOG is looking to schedule a NIMS training in which all the municipalities can join which is important for elected officials who are included in the Emergency Operations Plan.  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

1. Ms. Pongrace acknowledged all the time and effort Mr. Rhule has put in for Ordinance 466

ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn the public meeting at 8:25 P.M. to go into Executive Session by Kevin Rhule, seconded by Thomas Kosmala, motion carried.

Motion to adjourn executive session at 8:52 PM to go into regular session by Kevin Rhule, seconded by Charles Coltharp, motion carried.

Motion to adjourn the public meeting at 8:52 P.M. by Kevin Rhule, seconded by Thomas Kosmala, motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,


________________________________			____________________
Natalie Thiess, Borough Manager				Date
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