BRADFORD WOODS BOROUGH COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING – October 11, 2021 
draft


The Bradford Woods Borough Council meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Victoria Pongrace. There were 5 people present in the audience. 
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The Officials in attendance were:	
Victoria Pongrace, Council President 
Thomas Kosmala, Council Member 
Jennifer Griffin, Council Member
David Baldonieri, Council Member 
Todd Hipwell, Council Member 
Douglas Marsico, Mayor 


Natalie Thiess, Borough Manager
Kate Diersen, Solicitor (7:30 PM)
Lt. Jeffery Jones, NRPD




The Official(s) absent were:
Charles Coltharp, Council Vice President 
Kevin Rhule, Council Member









CALL TO ORDER

1. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Roll Call


ANNOUNCEMENT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION

1. Ms. Pongrace reported that an executive session to discuss personnel matters was held on September 23, 2021 and an executive session to discuss personnel matters will be held at the conclusion of this meeting.  


MINUTES
 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk516473736]Ms. Pongrace called for a motion to approve meeting minutes from the regular Council Meeting held on September 12, 2021. Mr. Kosmala moved to approve these minutes. Ms. Griffin seconded. 

[bookmark: _Hlk52789324]	Motion passed 3-0 to approve the September 14, 2020 minutes.

	Aye: 	Victoria Pongrace
                          Thomas Kosmala
	Jennifer Griffin

		
	Abstain: Todd Hipwell
                           David Baldonieri

[bookmark: _Hlk529186389]	


PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING AGENDA 


1. None

MAYOR’S REPORT

1. Mayor Marsico reported favorably about Police handling of an accident at Shenot and Wexford Run Roads and noted a pothole that formed at the end of Bellaire Road.

MANAGER’S REPORT

The following was acted or reported upon:
 
1. Motion was made by Mr. Baldonieri, seconded by Mr. Kosmala to approve Resolution 15 of 2021: Ensuring undisturbed us of the Northland Public Library for fifty years.  This action will assist Northland in pursuing grant funding.  The motion passed unanimously.
2. The September Public Works Report was given by Public Works Supervisor Jake Turner.  Mr. Turner noted that storm cleanup has gone well and touch up work on the 2019 road program is being addressed.  Work continues with Shields Construction with 2021 project.
3. Mr. Turner reported that the line renewal project of Columbia Gas continues to progress. 
4. Motion was made by Mr. Kosmala, seconded by Mrs. Griffin, to approve the 2022 Northland Public Library budget.  Motion passed unanimously.
5. Motion made by Mr. Baldonieri, seconded by Mr. Kosmala to approve the 2022 Norther Regional Police Department budget.  Motion passed unanimously.
6. The Allegheny County Conservation District has agreed to fund 100% of the Borough’s 2022 project under the District’s Dirt and Gravel Grant Program.



MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM (MS4)

1. A letter was sent regarding status on the scheduled implementation of the Borough’s PRP program. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

1. None

COMMITTEE REPORTS

FINANCE
Mr. Hipwell made a motion, seconded by Mr. Baldonieri to pay and ratify payments for September 2021.  The motion carried unanimously.


1. Mr. Hipwell introduced the pre-ratified check list for October/November, 2021 before Council and moved that the list be approved. Motion was seconded by Mr. Rhule and passed unanimously. 


2. Mr. Hipwell reported on the September revenue and expense report, noting that total monthly revenue is $162,929.47 and total monthly expense is $42,278.25 and a cash balance of $1,154,840. 




SAFETY

1. Lt. Jones, NRPD gave the September 2021 police report as follows: 14 calls; 7 traffic warning(s); 3 citation(s). Year to date: 149 calls; 17 citations; 55 warnings.  He noted that the NRPD Minimum Municipal Obligation for its Pension Plan will be discussed at the next NRPD Board meeting.
2. NRPD plans as significant presence as possible for Trick or Treating Night, October 31 6-8 PM. 

FIRE

1. Mayor Marsico reported September: 4 calls, including 2 false alarms and 26 calls year-to-date. 
2. The Halloween Parade is scheduled for Friday, October 29.  It will form up at the Bradford Woods Community Church parking lot at 6:15 PM.

ROADS 

1. Public Works Supervisor Turner reported that completion nears on the 2021 Road Program.  Plans for the 2022 program are nearly developed based upon the long-term capital plan and an up-to-date condition report.   Including a $58,000 grant, the total 2021 Road Program budget may approximate $368,000.   

PLANNING AND ZONING

1. Permits:  213 Washington for a Driveway.

2. Discussion ensued over from where to measure the front yard setback. Amended language will be considered by the Planning Commission.  No action was taken regarding advertising for Ordinance 467.

PERSONNEL

1. Council President Pongrace announced that Borough Manager Natalie Thiess is completing her last meeting here tonight.  She begins her new position as the Manager of Reserve Township tomorrow.  More will be said under Acknowledgments.  Toby Cordek, seated in the audience, will serve as Borough Interim Manager.

COMMUNICATION /OUTREACH/ NORTH HILLS COG / PUBLIC RELATIONS/ NORTHLAND LIBRARY

1. Mr. Kosmala noted that the North Hills COG meeting was cancelled.  Northland Library will require new employees to be vaccinated for COVID-19 under CDC guidelines.  

ENVIRONMENT

1. No report.

OLD BUSINESS

       None.

NEW BUSINESS

       None.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

1. Ms. Pongrace reported over 50 trees have been purchased under the Borough program.
2. Ms. Pongrace commended Ms. Thiess for her 5 ½ years of excellent service, saying that she has been a joy in giving her service to the Borough.  She presented Ms. Thiess with several gifts of appreciation including a beautiful Bonsai tree.  Borough Council extended their best wishes to Natalie to resounding applause by Council and the audience. 

2021 BUDGET DISCUSSION

1. Mr. Hipwell presented an overview of the 2022 budget draft. The return of Earned Income Tax revenue to previous levels thus far in 2021 helps brighten the budget picture to some extent. Placeholder information prevails at this preliminary stage of budget development. 

ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn the public meeting to enter into an executive session at 7:57 P.M. by Ms. Griffin, seconded by Thomas Kosmala carried unanimously.

Motion to adjourn the executive session at 9:22 P.M. by Mr. Baldonieri, seconded by Mr. Kosmala carried unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. Baldonieri, seconded by Mr. Kosmala to authorize the Borough Solicitor to prepare a succinct agreement for financial services with Natalie Thiess until the Borough Manager position is filled or another source is employed to provide this service.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion to adjourn the public meeting at 9:23 P.M. by Mr. Kosmala, seconded by Mrs. Grifiin carried
unanimously.



Respectfully Submitted,


________________________________			____________________
Tobias Cordek, Interim Borough Manager				Date
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